
Jack County citizens and their respective property values are under attack by speculative windfarm investments relying on abatements and hedges against the 

energy market for financial viability. There is some support locally for windfarms, however this population is far from the majority of landowners, citizens, and 

overall tax revenues on behalf of Jack County. On June 9th, a notice of public hearing was published in the Jacksboro Herald- Gazette to act upon a resolution to 

consider the application of Lasso Wind, LLC for tax abatement proceedings. The parcels presented in support of abatements are a misrepresentation in both 1) 

the resident population of the county, and 2) representative tax revenue baseline supporting the infrastructure and the long-term interest of the county. The 

overall county and school districts lose financially on the premise of shock and stale property related appreciation without material tax increases due to 

stalled property appreciation. Without or with abatements, the impact to county results in loss position.  

Based on the United State Census Bureau estimates for 20201, the estimated population in Jack County is 8,935. The number of unique parcel owners supporting 

the abatements is represented by 31 households or approximately 0.7% (chart 1) of the county population assuming two heads per household. However, these 

individual households represent a larger representative share of the property ownership in the county totaling 18,479 acres or 3.2% of geographic coverage in 

the county (chart 2). Either way, the data clearly shows the hearing and abatement request is not a fair representation of the county representing less than ~3%.  

From a market value and taxes paid perspective, the percentages diverge which leads to the trail of dollars.  For the 156 parcels owned by those supporting 

abatements, the market value based on 2020 certified Jack County CAD appraisal roll2 represents an accumulated land value of $36.7MM, or 2.2% of the total 

county market value of $1.6B. Property taxes paid on land post various exemptions however tells a different story. Taxes for these 18,479 acres generated only 

$52,587 in tax revenues representing only 0.5% of the total $10.1MM in tax revenue baseline collected for all of Jack County.  The net tax rate as a percentage 

of market value for this subset of property is 0.14%, less than 25% of rate paid on market value perspective compared to the overall county benchmark. 

An abatement decision based on the merits of 0.7% of landowners and 0.5% of tax revenues for county is 

baseless.  From a long term investment perspective, assuming tax rates are held constant and abatement 

economics without incentives from windfarms; the county has the potential to lose ($70M) in present value 

related tax revenues over the 30 year period with abatements on the proposed offer @$1100/MW.  Increasing 

the offer to $2000/MW while generates some value, boils down to less than $95k per year over the term with 

tax loss headwinds far more material. These financials are based on a modest 3% value appreciation in status 

quo without windfarms, versus a 10% shock to property values and a compressed value appreciation of 1% 

beyond. The equivalent shortfall on an annualized basis on present value dollars if abatements are approved 

with proposed offer from Lasso LCC is $4.5MM per year over the period. Without free cash flow incentives greater than this amount, the only way to maintain 

tax revenues is to increase taxes on the 99.3% remaining population with a net effective tax rate increase of 45% on current published tax rates. In layman’s 

terms, the $1100/MW offer in pilot incentives for abatements would need to increase 

40x or to $44,000/MW to offset the impact of tax revenue project on county appraised 

values. This is neither sustainable, or responsible to subsidize investors and pad the 

pockets for a few land owners placing no value in legacy or longevity for Jack County.  

 
1 "Population and Housing Unit Estimates". United States Census Bureau. May 24, 2020. Retrieved May 27, 2020. Based on 2019 (est). 
2 http://www.jackcad.org/open_records.htm “ 
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Table 1: Net Present Value of Jack County - Tax Revenues  ($MM) - Scenario Analysis
30YR NPV Revenue Loss Annual  Break-Even Effective Tax Increase

Scenario 1 No-Windfarm1 $248 $0 $0 0%

Scenario 2 Windfarm - @$1100/MW $179 -$70 $4.5 45%

Scenario 3 Windfarm - @$2000/MW $180 -$68 $4.4 44%

Scenario 4 Windfarm - w/o Abatemment $183 -$65 $4.2 42%
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